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Dancing sugarplum fairies. Snowmen who run and have some fun. Reindeer guiding 
sleighs through the night. There is no shortage of fantastical Christmas stories that 
enchant and delight. 

Everyone has a favorite. I’m partial to “Twas the Night Before Christmas” by Clement 
C. Moore, a poem dating back to 1823. It’s about Santa Claus arriving on a sleigh pulled 
by eight reindeer to a cozy, decorated home under the watchful eye of the narrator 
who notes, “His eyes--how they twinkled! His dimples, how merry! His cheeks were 
like roses, his nose like a cherry!” This was a story my dad would read to me when I was 
young, and I loved the rhythmic words and enchanting illustrations and the hope of 
Santa’s arrival. 

Now that I’m a parent, our family has watched “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer” 
and “A Charlie Brown Christmas” countless times. These movies about a misfit and 
misunderstood character really resonate with adults and children alike who can all 
grapple with finding themselves and connecting with others. Rudolph’s red nose 
makes him an outcast and Charlie Brown’s insecurities often lead to ridicule from his 
peers, but both characters come out as winners in the end. 

Miracles are often at the heart of these Christmas stories found both in pop culture 
and literature, but they all take inspiration from the OG. The one who is the reason for 
the season. Jesus Christ’s birth and death and the subsequent spread of His message 
of love and compassion are why billions of people worldwide celebrate this holiday. 

How can these other tales compete? A pregnant woman with child from the Holy 
Spirit and her husband seek shelter in Bethlehem during Caesar Augustus’ census to 
no avail, so they find refuge in a stable with oxen and donkeys, where she gives birth 
to her son. Angels proclaim His birth and magi look to the North Star to find Him and 
bring Him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. 

Truly, this was no ordinary birth story. There’s love, there’s drama, there’s suspense, 
and even elements of the mystical. It was the miraculous story of a Godman, a person 
both divine and human, to be with us and save us. And Matthew 28:20 reminds us that 
our Savior promises that He won’t forsake us: “And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age.”

What comfort and encouragement this is! He’s always with us, everywhere and in 
every situation. That is the greatest story of all.


