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... if you offer your food
to the hungry and satisfy
the needs of the afflicted
then your light shall rise
in the darkness and your
gloom be like the noonday.
— I S A I A H 5 8 :1 0

IN PERSON OR CATCH THE 10AM LIVESTREAM ON YOUTUBE.
Check out recent service streams and more at www.fccnh.org.
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The word enthusiasm first showed up in the
English language in the 17th century. It was
borrowed from the Greek word enthousiasmos
meaning inspired or possessed by a spirit. For
people who found fulfillment in this way, enthusiasm was a wonderful, exciting experience. For
their enemies, enthusiasm was a term of ridicule
or worse.
Meric Casaubon wrote a treatise in 1655
against the disease of enthusiasm, suggesting
that it was supernatural. A year later, John Dee
joined Casaubon in describing enthusiasm as
demonic. This treatise became a handbook of
symptoms of the disease. Other treatises and
pamphlets flooded the presses to warn people
against enthusiasm.
In the 18th century, when George Whitefield
and John Wesley began their ministry in Oxford,
they were called enthusiasts because they
preached the Holy Spirit. They saw significant
growth because their appeal was both emotional
and rational. They were excited about what God
was doing in their lives and community. Ministers
of the Anglican Church, who hated enthusiasm,
shut their doors to this new appeal. Nevertheless,
contagious enthusiasm gave birth to Methodism.
Sixty years later, enthusiasm was the word
used to describe a protracted camp meeting at
Cane Ridge, Kentucky. During a week in August
of 1801, the Holy Spirit inspired as many as
20,000 people. Historians call this enthusiastic
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moment the Second Great Awakening. It is also
considered one of the birthplaces of the StoneCampbell movement. Contagious enthusiasm
gave birth to the Christian Church.
Enthusiasm is no longer considered demonic. The word is mainstream and can describe
passionate excitement for anything. But spiritual
enthusiasm still moves churches forward. When
people are excited about what God is doing in
their lives and community, the cause of Christ
gets stronger.
Snapshots of contagious enthusiasm are
found at Pentecost, Oxford, Cane Ridge and possibly at First Christian Church of North Hollywood
on July 10. You could sense the excitement with
the call of our new pastor, Jonathan Hall. People
were enthusiastic about what God is doing in our
lives and community. But it is only a possibility
of being a moment of renewal and rebirth. It becomes a reality when it becomes contagious.
If you are enthusiastic about what God is doing among us, enthusiastic about our new pastor, share it with others. Create the excitement
and energy to welcome Pastor Jonathan as he
arrives. Then imagine the future to which God
is calling FCCNH. When God’s people are filled
with the character and spirit of Christ, wonderful
things are possible.
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Welcome New Member

MARTHA CRAIG

Martha Craig joined by affirmation of faith,
coming from an Episcopal, Presbyterian
and Church of Christ background. Living
in the Valley since the early 80’s, she is a
retired LA Community College psychology
teacher and social worker. She is mother of
Julie and Rob, grandmother of four and has
a great granddaughter. She has been active
in both Monday and Tuesday Bible studies.

greatervalleyglencouncil.org
Valley Glen
Neighborhood

In conjunction with
— an d —

Los Angeles District 2
Council Member Paul Krekorian

Food Drive

THIS SUNDAY, July 24 • 3PM-5PM

at the Valley Glen Park (on Ethel between Oxnard and Erwin)
Proceeds go to the North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry (nhifp.org)
MOST NEEDED ITEMS:
CANNED SOUP

(not condensed)

CANNED FRUIT
CANNED VEGETABLES

CANNED PROTEIN
CANNED TOMATO
PRODUCTS
PEANUT BUTTER

(no family size please)

DIAPERS (all sizes)
PET FOOD
HYGIENE PRODUCTS

(travel size preferred)

*NO BEANS (a large donation was recently made) | *Please NO GLASS CONTAINERS
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2 1 st R E P O R T F R O M T H E

pulpit committee
What a delightful, restful week it has been for all
of us on the Pulpit Committee after your unanimous approval of our selection of the Rev. Dr.
Jonathan B. Hall on Sunday, 10 July 2022. (If you
haven’t seen his video or a sermon, please check
out last week’s FCCNH Newsletter on the FCCNH
web page for links: www.fccnh.org/Newsletter
[July 13th]).
Now we get down to work over the next two
months in preparation for the Halls’ arrival and
Pastor Jonathan’s first sermon with us on September 11th. Numerous members and friends of
the congregation have been contacting us—and
others in church leadership—about how you may
help in the transition. Fortunately, the PSWR
Search & Call Manual has pages and pages of
check-list items to do before, upon, and shortly
after arrival, so we’re not starting from scratch.
The Pulpit Committee will be meeting again after
worship on July 31st to go over those items and
may well be reaching out for your assistance at
that time. For now, the best thing you can do is
continue your prayers for a smooth, successful
transition of pastoral leadership. The Halls are
on a well-deserved family vacation right now, so
we’re not bothering them. We are grateful for the
Spleths’ time with us and their generosity of spirit
to help move FCCNH forward.
If you stop and think for a moment, this transition is a real challenge for a family of four moving 1,089 miles west, closing out one church pastorate while simultaneously planning a new one,

finding two schools for the sons, etc. Fortunately, the Board leased a small rental house for the
Spleths for two years ending May 2023, so the
Halls will be able to use that as a homebase and
put their household items into storage until they
find a permanent home. We’re asking that contacts with them go through the Pulpit Committee
and Board so we don’t flood them.
Pastor Jonathan also has a previously scheduled conference right around September 11th,
so he will fly in to preach for us and then leave
immediately for a few days. Consequently, we’ll
continue our service format for a while until he’s
able to get settled in. Relax, his is a long-term
commitment and things will roll out in due time.
There will be a full Service of Installation in due
time as well (see item #10 on our check list).
Check list on opposite page.
In August, Pulpit Committee member Nola
Sarkisian-Miller, nationally published writer, will
present some Hall family profiles for us so we
can get to know them more in depth, and we’re
looking forward to that. We’ll also plan a Town
Hall soon after their arrival at a Meet ‘n’ Greet for
you to ask questions. In general, the FCCNH hospitality will be affirmed as always.
Again, thank you for your continuing prayers
and support as we begin a new chapter together
at FCCNH.
Yours in Christ’s Service,
Richard Follett, Chair
The FCCNH Pulpit Committee
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REPORT FROM THE

pulpit committee
PROGRESS CHECKLIST

1
				

FCCNH members and friends 		
commit ourselves to prayerful 		
guidance under the Holy Spirit
for the Search Process.

				

Board selects a slate of members
of the Pulpit Committee with
approval by the Congregation.

2

3

4

Pulpit Committee meets with the
Regional Minister to discuss the
search process.

				
				

Pulpit Committee surveys the
congregation and completes a
congregational Profile.

				
				

Pulpit Committee does 		
independent research and
receives profiles of potential
candidates.

				

Pulpit Committee creates a list
of candidates to interview.

				

Pulpit Committee interviews
candidates.

				
				

Pulpit Committee recommends
one candidate to the church
Board.

				

Congregation votes on the
recommended candidate.

5

6
7

8
9

10

				

FCCNH joins with Regional
Minister to welcome our new 		
Senior Pastor.
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Can You Help
the Food Pantry?

OUR CLIENTS ARE INCREASING
The North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry is in
need of people to help pack food bags! Due to
the increased price of groceries, there has been
a dramatic increase in food bag distribution at
the Pantry. As a result, we need helping hands to
pack more bags! We are asking people for an hour
or two of their time to pack bags at Temple Beth
Hillel. Please visit our website, www.NHIFP.org,
and go to the tab “Sign Up Genius” to help out!
There is also a need for 16oz jars of peanut
butter, cans of soup (not condensed) and large
boxes of individually packaged chips, granola
and breakfast bars.
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Oops ... WE’RE SORRY
To order flowers to decorate the chancel on an
upcoming Sunday, please fill out the following
form and place in the offering box or drop at
the church office with your check for $40.
Today’s Date:
Name(s):

Lillian “Lily” Grace Taylor’s
July 22nd birthday was
inadvertently left off the
recent birthdays list. Lily, we
hope you have a very Happy
Birthday this Friday!

Daytime Phone:
Email:
Available dates:
7/31
9/25

8/7
10/2

8/14
10/9

8/21
10/16

8/28 9/18
10/23 10/30

Floral Dedication:
(Please check one of the following and write the
specifics of your dedication in the space provided
below)
In Honor of ...
In Celebration of ...
In Memory of ...

7:30pm FRIDAYS
via ZOOM

NEWCOMERS WELCOME
Check enclosed for arrangement ($40)
Arrangements are supplied by Floral Crush Studio.
Checks should be made payable to FCCNH.

email for Zoom info
W2W.FCCNH@gmail.com
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Last Chance for Photography & Advanced Photography
Photography Camp • Grades 3 - 12
7.25.22 – 7.29.22 • 9am - 12:30pm • $195
Photography Camp is a half-day adventure between 9am-12:30pm.
Additionally campers can enroll in Advanced Photography from
12:30-3:00pm (see below). All campers have the opportunity to learn
the basics of digital photography through daily demonstrations and
hands-on sessions in camera operation, composition, lighting, and
seeing with an artistic eye photographing the church campus indoors and out. Also, there will be a stop motion workshop for those
with phones. Campers should plan on bringing their own camera if
they have access to one so they can learn its functionality. If not, we
have cameras to share. SD memory cards are provided. Snacks are
provided (Plan on packing a lunch IF you are in the advanced camp
portion that stays later). Camp concludes with a gallery showing on Friday at 12:00pm. Advanced Photography 12:30 - 3:00pm • $85

More info and secure registration
may be accessed with the QR
code at right or by emailing Camp
Director, Kristina Frost,
at camps@fccnh.org.

Ta i

Ch i

b reat hi ng tec hni qu es • si mpl e s t r e t ch i n g e x e r ci se s
medi tati on to r e du ce st r e s s

Guided Tai Chi Classes
Tues. 9:30 am & Thurs. 4:00 pm in the Youth Hut
Classes guided by Byron Armantrout. Freewill donation of $10 per session.
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10:00am
Sunday, July 24th
“Elijah: Just Like Us”
Pastor Randy Spleth
preaching
Unable to join us in
person this Sunday?
Tune in to the
livestream on
YouTube.

MEN’S GROUP MEETING
NEWCOMERS WELCOME
meets online weekly at

7PM WEDNESDAYS
Interested in joining?

For Zoom info Email: menoncorner@gmail.com
MEN ON THE CORNER SUGGESTED SCRIPTURE FOR THE MONTH OF JULY
He tends his flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries
them close to his heart; he gently leads those that have young. – ISAIAH 40:11
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Chapel. Fill one out and put it in the cabinet slot, or
drop it off in the church office.
Prayers received during the week in one of these
ways will be emailed out to Prayer Group members.
Unless urgent, prayers received on Saturday or Sunday will be compiled for the list given to members on
Monday mornings.
The sole purpose of the Prayer Group has always
been to pray for those in need. Prayers are lifted
aloud in the Chapel on Monday mornings, and then
become part of the daily prayer discipline of our
members. As always, all prayers that come to us are
kept strictly confidential and are not shared elsewhere.

PRAYER
is always there
As always, there are many ways to reach us
with your prayer needs.
On Sundays, there are cards in the morning bulletins. You can write your prayers on
the back and put them in any of the offering
plates set out near the doors from the Sanctuary. You may also slide your prayer cards
through the slot in the Prayer Cabinet near
the drinking fountain outside the Chapel
doors.
During the week, your prayers can reach
us by a phone call to the church office at
818-763-8218 or online at www.fccnh.org/
Prayer-Requests.
If you are at the church, prayer cards are
available at the Prayer Cabinet outside the

July 24-29
CYF 1

(Entering
grades 9-10)

July 24-29
CYF 2

(Entering grades 11 & 12
and recent graduates)

REGISTER AT www.DOCPSWR.org/camp
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WOULD YOU CONSIDER

HOSTING A SUNDAY
MEET & GREET?
Individuals, families, study groups, friends
... if any would consider hosting a Meet
& Greet after one of our Sunday morning
services, please contact Alberto Sigala at
asigala480@gmail.com or 310-569-9908.
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BY WAY OF REPORT

CHURCH STAFF

Week Ending Sunday, July 17, 2022_______
10:00am Worship
Sunday School
Youth Morning
Youth Evening

97
5
5
2

10:00 AM Worship Offering
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$3,116.00

Rev. Randy Spleth
Interim Pastor
Alfredo Gomez
Pastor, Spanish Speaking Congregation
Jennifer Le’au
Director of Children’s Ministries
Luis Oliart
Interim Youth Director
Tyana Parr
Director of Children’s/Youth Choirs
David Rigsby
Music Director/Organist

Credit Card Offering 7/4/22 - 7/10/22 ___
General Offering
$656.00

Christine Karasseferian
Director of Finance

Credit Card Offering 7/11/22 - 7/17/22 __
General Offering
$3,261.67

Gabriela Dorantes
Administrative Assistant

Chris Carson
Church Administrator

Glenda Morgan Brown
Administrative Assistant
Terri Burton
Church Publications
Trudie Kirkland
Event Planner
Elmer Maldonado
Building & Grounds Superintendent
Miriam Mancilla
Director of Christian Nursery School

1

Paypal@fccnh.org

Amanda Sigala
Administrative Assistant of Christian Nursery School
Greg Kirkland
Media Director

VOLUNTEER STAFF

2
3
4

@fccnh.org

First Christian Church
of North Hollywood

On our website at: www.fccnh.org

Jacob Beam, Craig Brooks
Sound Technicians
Luis Oliart
Security

IN MEMORIAM
Robert M. Bock
Senior Pastor

Earle Immel
Minister of Music Emeritus
Merle E. Fish, Jr.
Minister Emeritus
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A Congregation of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ)
4390 Colfax Avenue
North Hollywood, CA 91604 - 2898

THINK GREEN! PLEASE RECYCLE!

NOTE: If you would like to receive this newsletter via Email, which saves
on printing/mailing costs and is better for the environment, please
contact us. Annual subscription cost for first class mail version is $24.

First Christian Church of North Hollywood
818/763-8218 • FAX 818/763-8457
Website: www.fccnh.org
email: fccnh@earthlink.net
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