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IN PERSON OR CATCH THE 10AM LIVESTREAM ON YOUTUBE.
Check out recent service streams and more at www.fccnh.org.

 

– JOHN 8 :36
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Many types of friendship exist, from the acquain-
tance you see on a rare occasion to the best 
friend who is like family. In between those two 
extremes are other categories of friendships: the 
person you call when you need a good laugh, the 
cheerleader who can always encourage; the one 
who readily offers a listening ear, and the friend 
who is always ready to have fun. Within this rela-
tional continuum are seasonal friendships. 

A seasonal friendship is just as it sounds; a 
friendship that lasts for a short time, like a sea-
son of the year. Some seasons last longer than 
others, but a seasonal friendship will eventually 
end. As much as a season may be needed, there 
also comes a time for it to change. Seasonal 
friendships are often confused with lifelong 
friendships because they find you when you need 
them the most. This important friendship fulfills 
a need in the moment, maybe to teach you some-
thing or to provide you with support during a hard 
time. They are incredibly valuable. 

Seasonal friendships often begin slowly; it’s 
hard to let down your guard, trust and invest in 
a short amount of time. But at some point, be-
cause the intersection fulfills a great need, the 
friendship is formed. Then a surprising reversal 
happens. As the seasonal friendship approaches 
a conclusion, there is resistance to its end. The 

relationship is so valued, it feels too precious to 
let it end. 

All of these emotions are present in our in-
terim season of friendship as pastor and peo-
ple. I wasn’t sure I wanted to serve; you weren’t 
sure you wanted me. It took time to let down our 
guard, trust and invest in one another. We knew 
the season was going to be short. But now, as we 
see the end near, there is resistance to giving up 
what has been meaningful and fulfilling. 

The key to understanding is as old as the po-
et’s declaration. “For everything there is a sea-
son, and a time for every matter under heaven” 
(Eccles. 3:1). This was God’s plan all along. To 
make it something more is to ignore God’s de-
sign. God created a much-needed seasonal 
friendship for each of us, so that we might learn 
from one another and offer mutual care and sup-
port. Recognizing this allows us to graciously 
give it release. 

 I am extremely grateful for what I have re-
ceived. Thank you. Over these last few weeks, I 
am celebrating God’s wisdom in bringing us to-
gether. It is a great seasonal blessing 
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Are you feeling it? There’s a palpable level of ex-
citement, renewal, regeneration, rebirth at FCCNH 
these days as we look forward to the arrival of 
Pastor Jonathan Hall with us on Sunday, Septem-
ber 11th. We’re completing our transition and are 
now moving forward together.

One of the strengths of FCCNH has always 
been the family nature of our congregation, and 
we’re seeing folks rallying around asking what 
they can do to expand our church, the Body of 
Christ on the corner of Colfax and Moorpark. With 
COVID guidelines changing, more and more peo-
ple are again comfortable coming to worship in 
person with our sisters and brothers. Many are 
thinking of how they can get involved in volunteer 
service (choir practice begins again at 7:15 p.m. 
on August 25th, the diaconate can use more vol-
unteers—see Kevin Bailey at the front door, and 
the Human Needs Committee always needs more 
hands, just to name a few areas). Together, we 

can repopulate our structures now in anticipation 
of new leadership. 

For the next two weeks, Nola Sarkisian-Miller, 
our professional writer on the Pulpit Committee, 
will take this spot to profile Pastor Jonathan and 
his family for us. Please be on the lookout for her 
informative writing. 

As you finish reading this report, please take a 
moment to support FCCNH fully in your prayers. 
We are calling for an at-home Prayer Vigil on 
Saturday, September 10th: please plan to have a 
candle ready and to set aside an hour or so that 
day or evening to pray for the success of our con-
gregation with our new Senior Pastor. The Holy 
Spirit has brought us this far; the Spirit will be 
ahead of us throughout the coming years. We 
are, indeed, blessed Disciples of Christ. 

Richard Follett, Chair
Pulpit Committee

23 rd REPORT  FROM THE

pulpit committee
PULP IT  COMMITTEE  REPORT  TO THE  CONGREGAT ION

SUN, AUG 21st • “Elijah: Making the Ordinary Extraordinary”
Pastor Randy Spleth, preaching

Unable to join us in person this Sunday? 
Tune in to the livestream on YouTube at:

www.youtube.com/c/FIRSTCHRISTIANCHURCHOFNORTHHOLLYWOOD
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DAY 1 Arrived at Meet and Greet and introduced ourselves to Pastor Greg Turk at All Pilgrims Church 
in Seattle. DAY 2 Visited the Museum of Pop Culture and Space Needle. We met with Regional Youth 

Pastor Stephen Gumber and Senior Pastor Ellie Leech at Northwest Christian Church for dinner.

Our Interim Youth Director, Luis Oliart, and 
members of the youth group are just returned 
from the latest youth mission trip to Seattle and 
Vancouver. Check out the photos of their travels 
on the next few pages.
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DAYS 3 & 4 Volunteered at Community Lunch on Capitol Hill and visited the Seattle Aquarium.

CONTINUED —
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DAYS 5 & 6 Volunteered at Heron’s Nest performing land stewardship and studying the industrial 
impact to the indigenous people, wildlife, and environment on the Duwamish River.
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DAY 7 Visited Vancouver to see sites and 
compared Canadian emergency health care 
services to the U.S.A. DAY 7 A visit to Bunny Cafe. 
DAY 8 Homeward bound to meet Peggy Bock so 
she could send our senior class off to college.
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Our FCCNH Choirs will be 
resuming rehearsals after a 

much-needed summer break.
 Chancel Choir (ages 16 and up) 

begins rehearsals Thursday, August 25th, 
7:15 PM in the choir loft. Come one, come 

all! We can work with anyone, regardless of 
talent or background!

Youth Choir (6th grade and up) 
resumes on Sunday, September 11th in the 

Youth Hut at 11:15 AM-12 PM. 

Children’s Choir (5 yrs-5th grade) 
resumes on Sunday, September 11th in the 

Annex from 9:00-9:50 AM.

God gave you a voice, so come on out and 
use it to bless our FCCNH church family! 
There’s a place for you! Please contact 
David Rigsby (brewstty@gmail.com) or 

Ty Parr (zongwriter@yahoo.com) 
for more information. 

“Is anyone among 
you in trouble?
 Let them pray. 

Is anyone happy? 
Let them sing 

songs of praise.”
– J A M E S  5:13 –

IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR!

The North Hollywood Interfaith Food Pantry is in 
need of people to help pack food bags! Due to 
the increased price of groceries, there has been 
a dramatic increase in food bag distribution at 
the Pantry. As a result, we need helping hands to 
pack more bags! We are asking people for an hour 
or two of their time to pack bags at Temple Beth 
Hillel. Please visit our website, www.NHIFP.org,  
and go to the tab “Sign Up Genius” to help out! 

There is also a need for 16oz jars of peanut 
butter, cans of soup (not condensed) and large 
boxes of individually packaged chips, granola 
and breakfast bars.

THE NHIFP 
NEEDS ARE 
GROWING

THE FOOD PANTRY 
NEEDS SOME HELP

LUKE 22:27

Guided Tai Chi Classes      
Tues. 9:30am & Thurs. 4:00pm

in the Youth Hut

Classes guided by Byron Armantrout.
Freewill donation of $10 per session.

Tai     Chi
breathing techniques

s imple stretching exercises
meditat ion to reduce stress
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s always, there are many ways to reach us with 
your prayer needs.
On Sundays, there are cards in the morning 

bulletins. You can write your prayers on the back 
and put them in any of the offering plates set out 
near the doors from the Sanctuary. You may also 
slide your prayer cards through the slot in the 
Prayer Cabinet near the drinking fountain outside 
the Chapel doors.
Your prayers can reach us in a few different ways:
 • Via email on the church website: 
 www.fccnh.org/prayer-requests
• Via phone call to the church office: 
 818-763-8218
• If you are at the church, prayer cards are 

available at the Prayer Cabinet outside the 
Chapel. Fill one out and put it in the cabinet 
slot, or drop it off in the church office.

Prayers received during the week in one of 
these ways will be emailed out to Prayer Group 
members. Unless urgent, prayers received on 
Saturday or Sunday will be compiled for the list 
given to members on Monday mornings.

The sole purpose of the Prayer Group has al-
ways been to pray for those in need. Prayers are 
lifted aloud in the Chapel on Monday mornings, 
and then become part of the daily prayer disci-
pline of our members. As always, all prayers that 
come to us are kept strictly confidential and are 
not shared elsewhere. 

PRAYER 
is always there
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7:30pm FRIDAYS via ZOOM
NEWCOMERS WELCOME

email for Zoom info
W2W.FCCNH@gmail.com

MEN’S GROUP 
MEETING

NEWCOMERS WELCOME
meets online weekly at

7PM WEDNESDAYS
Interested in joining? For info Email:

 menoncorner@gmail.com

SCRIPTURE for the MONTH of AUGUST
Rejoice in hope, be patient in 

tribulation, be constant in prayer.
– ROMANS 12:12 – 

Today’s Date: 

Name(s): 

Daytime Phone: 

Email: 

Available dates:

Floral Dedication:
(Please check one of the following and write the 
specifics of your dedication in the space provided 
below)

  In Honor of ... 
  In Celebration of ... 
  In Memory of ...

  Check enclosed for arrangement ($40)
Arrangements are supplied by Floral Crush Studio. 
Checks should be made payable to FCCNH.

To order flowers to decorate the chancel on an 
upcoming Sunday, please fill out the following 
form and place in the offering box or drop at 

the church office with your check for $40.

 8/21 8/28 9/18 9/25 10/2 10/9 
10/16 10/23 10/30 11/6 11/13 11/20



First Christian news                    august 17, 2022                                   Page 11

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Randy Spleth 
Interim Pastor

Alfredo Gomez 
Pastor, Spanish Speaking Congregation

Jennifer Le’au 
Director of Children’s Ministries

Luis Oliart 
Interim Youth Director

Tyana Parr 
Director of Children’s/Youth Choirs

David Rigsby 
Music Director/Organist

Christine Karasseferian 
Director of Finance

Chris Carson
Church Administrator

Gabriela Dorantes 
Administrative Assistant

Glenda Morgan Brown 
Administrative Assistant

Terri Burton 
Church Publications

Trudie Kirkland 
Event Planner 

Elmer Maldonado 
Building & Grounds Superintendent

Miriam Mancilla
Director of Christian Nursery School

Amanda Sigala
Administrative Assistant of Christian Nursery School

Greg Kirkland 
Media Director

VOLUNTEER STAFF
Jacob Beam, Craig Brooks
Sound Technicians

Luis Oliart 
Security

IN MEMORIAM
Robert M. Bock
Senior Pastor

Earle Immel 
Minister of Music Emeritus

Merle E. Fish, Jr. 
Minister Emeritus

 BY WAY OF REPORT

Week Ending Sunday, August 14, 2022____

10:00am Worship 144
Sunday School 25

10:00 AM Worship Offering $4,859.00
Sunday School Offering $5.00
Youth Scholarship $1,100.00

Credit Card Offering 8/8/22 - 8/14/22 ___
General Offering $2,241.56

First Christian Church
of North Hollywood3

4 On our website at: www.fccnh.org

2 @fccnh.org

Paypal@fccnh.org1
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